Preschool Licensing Requirements

Professional Development

1. Every teacher and paraprofessional must complete a specified number of contact hours of professional development between July 1 and June 30.

2. For any full-time teacher or paraprofessional that does not hold at least an associate’s degree or pre-kindergarten associate certificate or teaching license, they must complete 15 contact hours of professional development yearly for three years.  This professional development must be in child development or early childhood education; child abuse recognition and prevention; first aid; and/or prevention, recognition, and management of communicable diseases.  After these 45 hours of inservice, they may follow the requirements listed in #3.
3. Any full-time teacher or paraprofessional that has at least an associate’s degree of pre-kindergarten teaching certificate, must complete ten hours of professional development annually that does not have to be within the areas of inservice mentioned above and can be used towards any individual professional development plan.

4. Any part-time teacher or paraprofessional must complete one of the above inservice requirements based on the percentage of full-time equivalency with which they are employed. (Ex. A half-time paraprofessional that does not hold at least an associate’s degree must complete 8 contact hours within the inservice areas listed in #2).

5. There must be at least one staff member in each building in which a preschool program is operated that has completed approved trainings in:
a. First Aid (Must be a training approved by the Ohio Dept. of Health.  Hours of training and renewal requirements are established by the approved training program.)

b. Communicable Disease (Must be a training approved by the Ohio Dept. of Health.  The hours of training and renewal requirements are established by the approved training program. The person with this training must be a person that is present to observe children as they enter school).

c. Child Abuse Recognition and Prevention (Must be an ODE approved curriculum.  The 4 hour Safety and Violence Prevention training mandated for K-12 staff will now meet this requirement).
6. Please note that these requirements are for ODE licensed public preschools and special education preschools (most common within public school districts).  Any preschool licensed by the Ohio Department of Health will have different regulations (most common for private preschool and daycare centers).

7. Local policy decisions may add to these ODE requirements (ex. requiring all staff members to complete child abuse recognition) and this only outlines ODE requirements for professional development for preschool staff.

8. To view the complete preschool licensing regulations, visit the ODE website.  Under “Learning Supports,” select “Early Learning and School Readiness.”  On the left side, select “Licensing Rules for Preschool Programs.”  
9. If you have any questions, feel free to email Jennifer Dodd at the ESC of Cuyahoga County at Jennifer.dodd@esc-cc.org.

